
When dolls come 
alive
WELL-DRESSED children with their parents 
and grandparents entered the Cultural Center 
of the village of Pervomaisky well before the 
performance began. Children's visit to a 
theater is always a holiday, and it's a double 
holiday if it's the Puppet Theater Named 
after S.V. Obraztsov which is known all over 
the world as the Center of Puppet Art: two 
buildings on Sadovoye Koltso (Garden Ring) 
in Moscow, famous musical clocks counting 
down the minutes to the start of a journey to 
a fairy tale, three stages, a huge library, and 
a unique museum... And most importantly, 
wonderful performances attended by several 
generations of Russian children. Some stage 
performances form a part of the so-called 
golden fund — they have been in the theater 
repertoire for several decades.

"'Puss in Boots' is one 
of such long-livers," says 
Vyacheslav GLUSHKOV, 
actor and director 
of the play. "This is a 
play of the early 60s, a 
traditional rod-puppet 
theater. Rod-puppets 
are considered to be 
especially expressive 
due to the peculiarities 
of their design. Some of 
them are controlled by two or even three 
actors... There are different performances 
in our theater, including ultramodern ones. 
But children are in love with such classic 
performances as 'Puss in Boots.' I've been 
working in this theater for almost forty years, 
and each time the play is on stage, I am 
convinced of this. It is very important for us 
to keep our audience, especially now, when 
everyone is passionate about computers, 
gadgets, electronic games, and children are 
short of real-life communication... We don’t 
often go on tour, but we always do it with 
pleasure. And we are glad that we'll perform 
before children in this small but very cozy 
village."

The theater tour was organized as part 
of a large charity program. This project, 
implemented by Natalia Pilius, member of 
the State Duma of the Russian Federation, 
and the Shchekinoazot company, provides 
children in Shchekino district with an 

opportunity to see performances of the 
best theaters in the country. The village of 
Pervomaisky has already hosted the Moscow 
State Academic Children's Musical Theater 
Named after  N.I. Sats, the Yury Kuklachev 
Cat Theatre and the Tula Youth Theater. In 
the near future the company plans to invite 
the Kaluga Puppet Theater.

By tradition, they've invited children from 
large families and struggling families, children 
with disabilities (the public organization 
"We Are Together"), foster-children of the 
Charitable Foundation of Tolstoy, Topsoe, 
and Sokol Families, as well as children of 
Shchekinoazot employees.

"Dear friends! 2019 was declared the 
Year of Theater by the President of Russia. 
Tula Region Governor Alexey Dyumin has 
set a very high level of events, including 
theatrical ones, in the region. We try to cheer 
up the children and show them the best 
performances. Shchekinoazot is our social 
partner that helps bring projects to action," 
said Natalia PILIUS before the performance. 
"Dear children, you've got your favorite dolls, 
and in the theater dolls come alive when 
they're in the hands of people who want 
you to be honest and kind. This is what real 
theater teaches."

Every time a theater comes to the village 
of Pervomaisky, organizers announce a 
children drawing contest. Natalia Pilius 
congratulated one of the winners, Alexander 
Piksin, and presented him with some gifts — 
a subscription to all performances of the Tula 
Region Puppet Theater in 2019, books, and 
an artwork tool kit.

Everything is 
important for the 
development of the 
child's personality
...The lights go out, the music plays, and 
the curtain opens. A fascinating journey to a 
fairy tale has started. The young spectators 
are silent — they watch adventures of the 
charming and witty Puss in boots, laugh, and 
feel sad. And they're absolutely happy that 
the fairy tale has a happy end. The play is 
over. The audience applauds the actors and 
shares their impressions after leaving the 
play.

"I really liked it," says 
Gennady SEDACHEV, 
a foster-child of the 
Charitable Foundation 
of Tolstoy, Topsoe, 
and Sokol Families.

Gena is 12 years 
old, and he lives in a 
large family. He came to 
the play with his mother 
Ekaterina and two 

younger brothers. The Sedachevs have five 
children.

"At first I studied at the Yasnaya Polyana 
school and then entered the Suvorov Military 
School," continues Gennady. "It gives a good 
education and an opportunity to professionally 
do what you like. I've been learning to play 
the accordion since I was four and I dream 
of becoming a military bandmaster. I'm also 
into hand-to-hand combat."

Gennady is a frequent winner of regional, 
national, and international competitions. He 
is also a successful athlete with many sports 
achievements, the most prominent of which 
is his victory in the Central Federal District 
tournament. According to Gennady's mother, 
Ekaterina SEDACHEVA,the Suvorov Military 
School offers every opportunity for children's 
all-round development. And the Charitable 
Foundation of Tolstoy, Topsoe, and Sokol 
Families actively supports them.

"We are sincerely grateful to the 
Foundation for helping us develop the abilities 
of our children," says Ekaterina.

Alexey GOLUBEV, 
Head of Heat and 
Water Supply and 
Sewage of the Energy 
Production Department 
of Shchekinoazot, has 
three children: Elizaveta, 
the eldest one, is 21, and 
Vsevolod, the youngest 
one, is only two years 
old. Alexey has come to 
see the theatrical play 
with Yaroslav, his middle 
five-year-old son.

"Our company 
organizes different 
events for employees' 

children on a regular basis," says Alexey 
Nikolaevich. "Excursions to Yasnaya Polyana, 
visits to a circus and children's theaters — 
they're trying to diversify the trips. I am sure 
all this is very important for the development 
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A Journey
to a Fairy Tale
The Khimik Community Center, located in the village of Pervomaisky, hosted a benefit 
performance titled "Puss in Boots" based on Charles Perrault's fairy tale. The performance was 
produced by the Central State Academic Puppet Theater Named after S. V. Obraztsov. The tour 
of the legendary troupe was organized on the initiative of Natalia PILIUS, member of the State 
Duma and the Culture Committee, and under the sponsorship of Shchekinoazot.

"Puss in Boots" — performance from the golden fund 
of  the Puppet Theater Named after S. V. Obraztsov.

Repair works at the Pervomaisky 
Community Center will be completed 
by the end of May.

Every child's visit to a theater is always a holiday, particularly such 
as the world-renowned legendary Sergey Vladimirovich Obraztsov's 
Puppet Theater.

Natalia PILIUS: “Thanks to Shchekinoazot, 
we have an opportunity to show our 
children the best performances.”

of a child’s personality. The company also 
gives special attention to the physical health 
of our children: they spend time at the 
recreation camp in the Aleksinsky district, as 
well as at holiday facilities in Anapa, on the 
coast of the Black Sea."

Repairs continue at 
the Pervomaisky 
Community Center
AFTER THE PLAY actors of the  Puppet 
Theater Named after S. V. Obraztsov 
admitted they are impressed with the state of 
the Community Center which has a beautiful 
and comfortable auditorium, a modern 
and convenient stage, high-quality interior 
decoration...

The Pervomaisky Community Center was 
built in the 1950s. For decades it has served 
as a center of culture, leisure, and recreation 
for several generations of local residents. 
Shchekinoazot has tried to maintain the 
building in a decent condition. Even in the 
90s, when the majority of factories got 
rid of  social projects, the company not 
only supported the Community Center but 
also invested in the development of its 
infrastructure.

In 2015, extensive repair works were 
carried out to celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of Shchekinoazot: the facade was renewed, 
the roof, the ventilation system, and part of 
the utilities were repaired. The floor in the 
auditorium was changed and new chairs were 
installed. This year, the company has decided 
to continue renovating the Pervomaisky 
Community Center. There are plans to 
replace windows and a number of doors, 
repair toilets on the second floor, repaint 
the walls and ceilings, upgrade the lighting 
system in the auditorium, as well as the fire 
protection system in the whole building. The 
plans also include thorough cleaning of the 
huge chandelier in the auditorium — this 
hasn't been done for many years...

All of the work should be completed 
before the Chemist's Day which is traditionally 
celebrated on the last Sunday of May.
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